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Welcome
Summer!

From grand estates to cozy escapes,
Cape Cod and the islands have it all.
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T H'_' anticipation of building a house can send the imagination
| soaring in all sorts of directions. To the casual observer, it
might seem an impossible feat to design a house that meets
all the disparate requirements on the wish list of the homeowners-to-be,
The right architect, though, sees the threads connecting those wide-
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THIS

project was a meeting of the minds.
“Everyone’s vision blended togetherto

make a perfect whole,” says Hehir.

b

\ .\__\ i

ranging desires and conceives a design that fulfills
them in a way that surprises and delights even

the most imaginative client. This magnificent new
house set along Nantucket’s picturesque shore is
the perfect example. Its tasteful, old-school appear-
ance—the twin gables in front and back, the gener-
ous porches, and the weathering shingles—may
hint at what'’s inside. But to really understand the
home, you have to cross the threshold.

In truth, it might have seemed an impossible
request: a retreat that’s spacious and summery as
well as warm and cozy. But architects Lisa Botticelli
and Ray Pohl understood. “When we first started
talking,” Botticelli recalls, “the husband explained
he wanted a comfortable place for large groups but
not one that would seem vacant when he and his
wife were there alone.”

64 NEW ENGLAND HOME CAPE & ISLANDS SUMMER 2014

A

In other words, the owners’ longed-for retreat
had to provide a wonderful seasonal experience,
easily accommodate their family of five (plus all the
friends and relatives who were sure to follow), and
also be a warm nest for two.

Arriving at the correct proportions and scale
to satisfy all these requirements might have been
daunting to some, but not to Botticelli and Pohl.
And not to Patrick Hehir, whose Nantucket building
company is responsible for the home’s impeccable
craftsmanship. Quick to credit everyone involved,
including the homeowners and interior designer
Susan Reddick, Hehir labels the project a meeting
of the minds. “Everyone’s vision blended together
to make a perfect whole,” he says.

Botticelli and Pohl steered the design away from
the typically casual beach house, opting for a more
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traditiomal layout and diassic detalling—albait with
contemporary variations, There are the expected,
thime-tuompored charmcteriatics like coffered ceilings,
paneted walls, and arched doorways, but there &
alao a stunming stacked staircase that spands a note
of modesabty. The arches, classic as they are, span
generois openings that give an open, Airy, comtem
porary feel o the Beor plan

I am unnsual twist, the fiest room visitors spy
fromn the entry & the dlning room, which sits at the
heart af the lewse. With ite stunning Bose Tarlow
tahle and chatrs, the room makes a pretty pichare
Vialtors are forglven, howeyer, if they get distractodd
by tive whenw abvesd, wiere Prench docrs open f0a
genwernils porch that books cut ower the lawmn with
itz honeyauckle-hedged pool and, bepond, o the
ralling ooean,

& left narn from the entry leads to the ving
rocm and a handsome library, while to the mght bes
the Large, lnwiting kitchen. Throwghout the public
spaces, Reddick employed a tallored decor and a
serene palette that references the amazimg sur
reianicings. The infusion of blue=from upholstery o

rugs—is as fetching as both the sea and the hydran

gra-hush landscape. Every space mmdes 2 timeless
and satiled feel. "I'm very interested in the fme
arts, and I look at what I-do as also being an artistic
andeasor,” Keddick sayms. s mportant to me that
the interior design enhance the architecture,”

Reddick may have dropped in some eye-catching
surprises, such as the shell trim on the dining roem
curtaing, but her astute blend of pale walks and
understated 1'1|.1'ni.-':.'1inp.5 ensures the foous Temains
pr‘irn arily om the home's bematibel bones. T likoe
ForomiE whiene mint cl.n"r:,.'rhi.r._g in notikceahle |'ig'h'r
away, but after you sit for 2 while small details are
revealed,” she says,

O conrse, pveryhody wants to st in the kditchen,
where tha top notch appointments maloe way for
pfhcient :nnkmg anid -r'nrnrt:rining. There's plenty
of raom to perch along the window-hugging
banquette ar &t the hefty isand. 561, n lkeeping
with the original intent, when the couple’s grown
children head off and the kst puest departs, they
can padl their chairs close to the kitchen bearth and
feel contentedly snag.
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